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The history of the smaller European countries is rather neglected in the teaching
of European history at university level. We are therefore pleased to announce the
publication of the first comprehensive history of the Low Countries - in English -
from Roman Times to the present. Remaining politically and culturally
fragmented, with its inhabitants speaking Dutch, French, Frisian, and German,
the Low Countries offer a fascinating picture of European history en miniature.
For historical reasons, parts of northern France and western Germany also have
to be included in the "Low Countries," a term that must remain both broad and
fluid, a convenient label for a region which has seldom, if ever, composed a
unified whole. In earlier ages it as even more difficult to the region set
parameters, again reflecting Europe as a whole, when tribes and kingdoms
stretched across expanses not limited to the present states of Belgium,
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands.

Nevertheless, its parts did demonstrate many common traits and similar
developments that differentiated them from surrounding countries and lent them
a distinct character. Internationally, the region often served both as a mediator for
and a buffer to the surrounding great powers, France, Britain, and Germany; an
important role still played today as Belgium and the Netherlands have
increasingly become involved in the broader process of European integration, in
which they often share the same interest and follow parallel policies. This highly
illustrated volume serves as an ideal introduction to the rich history of the Low
Countries for students and the generally interested reader alike.
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The history of the smaller European countries is rather neglected in the teaching of European history at
university level. We are therefore pleased to announce the publication of the first comprehensive history of
the Low Countries - in English - from Roman Times to the present. Remaining politically and culturally
fragmented, with its inhabitants speaking Dutch, French, Frisian, and German, the Low Countries offer a
fascinating picture of European history en miniature. For historical reasons, parts of northern France and
western Germany also have to be included in the "Low Countries," a term that must remain both broad and
fluid, a convenient label for a region which has seldom, if ever, composed a unified whole. In earlier ages it
as even more difficult to the region set parameters, again reflecting Europe as a whole, when tribes and
kingdoms stretched across expanses not limited to the present states of Belgium, Luxembourg, and the
Netherlands.

Nevertheless, its parts did demonstrate many common traits and similar developments that differentiated
them from surrounding countries and lent them a distinct character. Internationally, the region often served
both as a mediator for and a buffer to the surrounding great powers, France, Britain, and Germany; an
important role still played today as Belgium and the Netherlands have increasingly become involved in the
broader process of European integration, in which they often share the same interest and follow parallel
policies. This highly illustrated volume serves as an ideal introduction to the rich history of the Low
Countries for students and the generally interested reader alike.
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Editorial Review

Review

NEW EDITION AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK

"This remarkable book is the first single-volume history available in English of the region from the Roman
times to the present ... It successfully integrates recent scholarship [and] is well written throughout ...
generously supplied with well-chosen maps, and illustrations ... it will appeal to general readers as well as
scholars interested in this important region."   · History: Review of New Books

"... a welcome addition to the historical literature on Belgium and the Netherlands, for ... there is no good
one-volume history of the Low Countries available ... The chapters are written by some of the foremost
specialists in their fields, and provide excellent summaries of our present views of the periods in
question."  · Dutch Crossing

"The editors ... should be congratulated for maintaining a very high degree of stylistic consistency ... I very
much welcome an English-language translation of this important book."  · Dietrich Orlow, Boston
University

"... eminently readable and ... solidly based in contemporary scholarship."  · James D. Tracy, University of
Minnesota

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Dutch

About the Author

J. C. H. Blom is director of the Dutch State Institute for War Documentation , Amsterdam.

E. Lamberts is Professor in Modern History at the University of Leuven, Belgium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book History of
the Low Countries. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or



other social media.

Elsie Fiala:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take History of the Low Countries as your daily resource
information.

Michael Walker:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a reserve. The book History of the Low Countries it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Veda Howard:

This History of the Low Countries is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having History of the
Low Countries in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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