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Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical explores the idea that legal authority is no longer
related to national sovereignty, but to the ‘moral’ attempt to nurture life. The
book argues that whilst the relationship between law and ethics has long been a
central concern in legal studies, it is now the relationship between law and life
that is becoming crucial. The waning legitimacy of conventional conceptions of
sovereignty is signalled the renewal of a version of natural law, evident in
discourses of human rights, that de-emphasises the role of a divine law-giver in
favour of an Aristotelian conception of the natural purpose of life and the
‘common good’. Synthesising elements of legal scholarship on sovereignty,
theories of biopolitics and biopower, as well as recent developments in the
domains of ethics, Amy Swiffen examines the invocation of ‘life’ as a foundation
for legal authority. The book documents the connection between law, life and
contemporary forms of biopolitical power by critically analysing the fundamental
principles of the bioethical paradigm. Unique in its critical and cross-disciplinary
approach, Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical will be of interest to students and
teachers in the areas of law and society, law and literature, critical legal studies,
social theory, bioethics, psychoanalysis, and biopolitics.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Amy Swiffen is an Assistant Professor of Law and Society in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada. Her research is focused on new legal contexts and
has been published in a wide variety of academic and professional journals.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

The book Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Timothy Rowe:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Walter Dion:

The guide untitled Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical is the publication that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
might get the e-book of Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.



Eugene Howard:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Law, Ethics and the Biopolitical is simple
to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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