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Modernity and the Millennium is the first book to chart responses in the Muslim
Middle East to modernity through an examination of the evolution of the Baha'i
faith--a millenarian movement led by the nineteenth-century Iranian prophet
Baha'u'llah ("the Glory of God"). This volume illuminates the complexity and
ambiguity that characterized the changing relationship of Baha'u'llah and his
followers to modernity, considered as a transnational and fluid political and
cultural field of contestation. The insights presented here into these responses to
modernity illuminate not only the genesis of a new world-religion but also
important facets of Middle Eastern-particularly Iranian-social and cultural shifts
in the nineteenth century.

Drawing on the work of Habermas, Giddens, Touraine and Bryan Turner, among
others, Juan R. I. Cole considers some of the ways in which Middle Eastern
society was affected by five developments central to modernity: the lessening
entanglement of the state with religion, the move from absolutism to democracy,
the rise of sovereign nation-states, the advent of nationalism, and the women's
movement. He explores the Baha'is' positive response to religious toleration,
democracy, and greater rights for women and their "utopian realist" critique of
nationalism, militant Jacobin secularization, industrialized warfare, and genocide,
oppression of the poor and working classes, and xenophobia.
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Modernity and the Millennium is the first book to chart responses in the Muslim Middle East to modernity
through an examination of the evolution of the Baha'i faith--a millenarian movement led by the nineteenth-
century Iranian prophet Baha'u'llah ("the Glory of God"). This volume illuminates the complexity and
ambiguity that characterized the changing relationship of Baha'u'llah and his followers to modernity,
considered as a transnational and fluid political and cultural field of contestation. The insights presented here
into these responses to modernity illuminate not only the genesis of a new world-religion but also important
facets of Middle Eastern-particularly Iranian-social and cultural shifts in the nineteenth century.

Drawing on the work of Habermas, Giddens, Touraine and Bryan Turner, among others, Juan R. I. Cole
considers some of the ways in which Middle Eastern society was affected by five developments central to
modernity: the lessening entanglement of the state with religion, the move from absolutism to democracy,
the rise of sovereign nation-states, the advent of nationalism, and the women's movement. He explores the
Baha'is' positive response to religious toleration, democracy, and greater rights for women and their "utopian
realist" critique of nationalism, militant Jacobin secularization, industrialized warfare, and genocide,
oppression of the poor and working classes, and xenophobia.
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Knight:

This Modernity and the Millennium book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will
get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Modernity and the
Millennium without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Modernity and the Millennium can bring once you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Modernity and the Millennium having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

David Miller:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Modernity and the Millennium is kind of book
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patrick Taylor:

Often the book Modernity and the Millennium will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book Modernity and the Millennium is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Duane Vega:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the publication untitled Modernity and the Millennium can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.
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