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Known for single-handedly saving Frank Sinatra's career in the mid-1950s with
his stunning orchestral arrangements, Riddle's "intelligent, seductive style" also
attracted such singers as Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Judy Garland, Johnny
Mathis, and Linda Ronstadt. Peter Levinson, afriend of Riddl€e's, presents the
musical side of Riddle aswell as the private, including details of his marriage-
ending affair with Rosemary Clooney.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this entertaining biography, Levinson (Trumpet Blues. The Life of Harry James) highlights Riddle's song-
writing accomplishments that had singers topping the charts. By 1953, Levinson writes, "the only thing about
Frank Sinatrathat sparkled was the superb cap job done on histeeth ten years earlier” record sales
plummeted, his TV show was canceled, and MGM dropped him. But his career took on new life and artistic
depth after he recorded a series of albums with Riddle, whose intelligent, seductive arrangements have
become American classics. Aside from Sinatra, Riddle worked with Nat "King" Cole (on aimost all of his
most famous singles) and Ella Fitzgerald (in her American Songbook collections), as well as with Judy
Garland, Rosemary Clooney and Johnny Mathis. He scored such films as the original Ocean's 11, Can-Can
and The Great Gatsby, for which he received an Oscar. Levinson, alongtime friend of Riddle and a respected
jazz publicist, meticulously narrates Riddl€e's often strife-torn personal life and charts the importance and
enormous breadth of the arranger's career. While the narrative covers salient aspects of Riddle's life (his
relationship with his cold, autocratic mother, his affair with Rosemary Clooney, the disintegration of his
once-happy marriage and an underlying depression throughout hislife), Levinson's analysis of his work and
the music industry give the book both its vitality and enormous value. Always lively and written with a deep
understanding of the economic, political and emotional complexities of the music business, thisis an
important addition to the history of American popular culture.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Levinson (Trumpet Blues: The Life of Harry James) has written the first full-length biography of the man
The Encyclopedia of Popular Music calls "probably the finest arranger/leader of modern times." Well
rounded and fascinating, the book charts Riddl€e's evolution from Big Band trombonist to premier arranger to
film and TV composer. Much of Nat "King" Cole's and Frank Sinatra's best work was done in collaboration
with Riddle. Since he worked with so many pop music icons, the book also serves as an important general
history of popular music from the Big Band era to the mid-1980s, when Riddle worked with Linda Ronstadt.
Riddle himself emerges as a sad, dour man who, while self-effacing in the main, was capable of viciousness
in hisrelations with those nearest to him. The book is especially valuable for the light it sheds on the place of
the arranger in pop music as well as the sometimes murky matter of credit (early in his career, Riddle
ghostwrote several hit arrangements and later may have used ghostwriters himself). Recommended for all
libraries with an interest in popular culture. Bruce R. Schueneman, Texas A&M Univ. Lib., Kingsville
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"September in the Rain" is as much awork of art as were Riddl€'s splendid arrangements. -- Steve Eddy,
Orange County Register, October 1, 2001

Great story well told. Impressive research. Really nice mix of the subjective and objective. -- Mike Zwerin,
jazzwriter for International Herald Tribune

Levinson's biography of Riddle is a history of an extraordinary musician and a sensitive, intelligent account
of American popular culture. -- Terence Ripmaster, Professor Emeritus Paterson U. and author, online



review Www.jazzhouse.org

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Judith Joiner:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the ideafor all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book September in the Rain: The Life of
Nelson Riddle. All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Ashley Taylor:

The publication untitled September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddleis the publication that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou aso could possibly get the e-book of September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kathy Graves:

September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving hisher effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing September in the
Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Paul Andrews:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be study. September in the Rain: The Life of Nelson Riddle can be your answer asit can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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