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For thousands of years the Indigenous peoples of North America have produced
astonishingly rich and diverse forms of tattooing. Long neglected by
anthropologists and art historians, tattooing was a time-honored practice that
expressed the patterns of tribal social organization and religion, while also
channelling worlds inhabited by deities, spirits, and the ancestors. Tattoo
Traditions of Native North America explores the many facets of indelible
Indigenous body marking across every cultural region of North America. As the
first book on the subject, it breaks new ground on one of the least-known
mediums of Native American expressive culture that nearly disappeared from
view in the twentieth century, until it was reborn in recent decades.
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For thousands of years the Indigenous peoples of North America have produced astonishingly rich and
diverse forms of tattooing. Long neglected by anthropologists and art historians, tattooing was a time-
honored practice that expressed the patterns of tribal social organization and religion, while also channelling
worlds inhabited by deities, spirits, and the ancestors. Tattoo Traditions of Native North America explores
the many facets of indelible Indigenous body marking across every cultural region of North America. As the
first book on the subject, it breaks new ground on one of the least-known mediums of Native American
expressive culture that nearly disappeared from view in the twentieth century, until it was reborn in recent
decades.
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Editorial Review

Review

Simply put, this book is beautiful. [It] presents [tattoo] traditions with levity, generosity, and respect, and
most importantly, not as a dying or vanishing art form but one which is re-emerging, giving voice to the
people to whom these traditions belong.--Analisa Tripp"News from Native California" (01/01/2015)

"Tattoo Traditions of Native North America" begins to fill the void in the global record of traditional
tattooing practices.... This volume provides a depth of cultural understanding rarely seen in conversations
about tattooing in North America.--Rhonda Dass"Anthropos" (01/01/2015)
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Tattoo Traditions of Native North America begins to fill the void in the global record of traditional tattooing
practices. . . . This volume provides a depth of cultural understanding rarely seen in conversations about
tattooing in North America.

--Rhonda Dass"Anthropos" (01/01/2015)

About the Author
Dr. Lars Krutak is a cultural anthropologist, photographer, and writer who has traveled the Indigenous world
for over fifteen years documenting the traditions of tribal body modification. He works for the National
Museum of Natural History. He is the author of The Tattooing Arts of Tribal Women, Kalinga Tattoo:
Ancient and Modern Expressions of the Tribal, and Magical Tattoos and Scarification: Spiritual Skin.
Wisdom. Healing. Shamanic Power. Protection.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Diana Castillo:

The particular book Tattoo Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and Contemporary Expressions of
Identity will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Tattoo
Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and Contemporary Expressions of Identity is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Gary Simms:

The guide untitled Tattoo Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and Contemporary Expressions of
Identity is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Tattoo Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and
Contemporary Expressions of Identity from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Alice Scales:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Tattoo Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and Contemporary Expressions of
Identity offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Jaime McKenney:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Tattoo Traditions of Native North America: Ancient and Contemporary
Expressions of Identity can make you feel more interested to read.
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