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The long-awaited second volume of the first-ever English-language study of the
Red Army Faction (RAF)—West Germany’s most notorious urban
guerillas—covers the period immediately following the organization’s near total
decimation in 1977. During this period, the RAF was in a state of regrouping and
attempting to renew its ties to the radical left in response to the emergence of a
new radical youth movement in the Federal Republic, the Autonomen. This
reorganization was evidenced by the shifting of focus from freeing prisoners to
fighting NATO. By examining communiqués and texts from 1978 up until the
1982 May Paper, the broader movement is examined and the possibilities and
perils of an armed underground organization are contrasted to the more fluid and
flexible practice of the revolutionary cells at that time. The history of the 2nd of
June Movement (2JM), an eclectic guerilla group with its roots in West Berlin, is
also evaluated, especially in light of the split that led to some 2JM members
officially disbanding the organization and rallying to the RAF. Finally, the
RAF’s relationship to the East German Stasi is examined, as is the abortive
attempt by West Germany’s liberal intelligentsia to defuse the armed struggle
during Gerhard Baum’s tenure as Minister of the Interior. Dancing with
Imperialism will be required reading for students of the first world guerilla, those
with interest in the history of European protest movements, and all who wish to
understand the challenges of revolutionary struggle.
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The long-awaited second volume of the first-ever English-language study of the Red Army Faction
(RAF)—West Germany’s most notorious urban guerillas—covers the period immediately following the
organization’s near total decimation in 1977. During this period, the RAF was in a state of regrouping and
attempting to renew its ties to the radical left in response to the emergence of a new radical youth movement
in the Federal Republic, the Autonomen. This reorganization was evidenced by the shifting of focus from
freeing prisoners to fighting NATO. By examining communiqués and texts from 1978 up until the 1982 May
Paper, the broader movement is examined and the possibilities and perils of an armed underground
organization are contrasted to the more fluid and flexible practice of the revolutionary cells at that time. The
history of the 2nd of June Movement (2JM), an eclectic guerilla group with its roots in West Berlin, is also
evaluated, especially in light of the split that led to some 2JM members officially disbanding the organization
and rallying to the RAF. Finally, the RAF’s relationship to the East German Stasi is examined, as is the
abortive attempt by West Germany’s liberal intelligentsia to defuse the armed struggle during Gerhard
Baum’s tenure as Minister of the Interior. Dancing with Imperialism will be required reading for students of
the first world guerilla, those with interest in the history of European protest movements, and all who wish to
understand the challenges of revolutionary struggle.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This collection is not simply a documentary of the West German revolutionary . . . it is more important for
the insights it provides into the challenges, obstacles, and opportunities of waging armed struggle within the
context of a wealthy, well-resourced, Western capitalist state . . . In our own context, it is likely that future
conditions of radical social change, and certainly revolutionary struggles, will more closely approximate
those engaged by the RAF in 1970s West Germany than the much more influential examples of Russia in
1917 or Spain in 1936."  —Jeff Shantz, author, Upping the Anti

About the Author

André Moncourt is the pseudonym of a writer with his political roots in the movements of the 1970s and
1980s. Along with J. Smith, he coedited The Red Army Faction, A Documentary History, Volume I:
Projectiles for the People, and coauthored Daring to Struggle, Failing to Win. J. Smith is the pseudonym of
an activist who has been involved in the radical left for more than 20 years. They both live in Montreal.
Ward Churchill is a prolific writer and lecturer, having authored, coauthored, or edited more than 20 books.
He is a former member of the leadership council of Colorado American Indian Movement (AIM). He lives in
Atlanta, Georgia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a
book. Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Red Army
Faction, A Documentary History: Volume 2: Dancing with Imperialism book since this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Jeffrey Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Red Army Faction, A Documentary History: Volume 2: Dancing
with Imperialism as your daily resource information.



Mary McDonald:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a book
especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Red Army Faction, A
Documentary History: Volume 2: Dancing with Imperialism, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Sandra Castillo:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Red Army Faction, A Documentary History: Volume 2: Dancing
with Imperialism can make you really feel more interested to read.
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