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Sufism, the name given to Islamic mysticism, has been the subject of many
studies, but the orders through which the organizational aspect of the Sufi spirit
was expressed has been neglected. The Sufi Orders in Islam is one of the earliest
modern examinations of the historical development of Sufism and is considered a
classic work in numerous sources of Islamic studies today. Here, author J.
Spencer Trimingham offers a clear and detailed account of the formation and
development of the Sufi schools and orders (tariqahs) from the second century of
Islam until modern times.
Trimingham focuses on the practical disciplines behind the mystical aspects of
Sufism which initially attracted a Western audience. He shows how Sufism
developed and changed, traces its relationship to the unfolding and spread of
mystical ideas, and describes in sharp detail its rituals and ceremonial practices.
Finally, he assesses the influence of these Sufi orders upon Islamic society in
general. John O. Voll has added a new introduction to this classic text and
provides readers with an updated list of further reading.
The Sufi Orders in Islam will appeal not only to those already familiar with
Triminghams groundbreaking research, but also to the growing reading public of
Islamic studies and mysticism.
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classic work in numerous sources of Islamic studies today. Here, author J. Spencer Trimingham offers a clear
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attracted a Western audience. He shows how Sufism developed and changed, traces its relationship to the
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the previous edition:

"An extremely useful general history of the Sufi orders...it fills a notable gap."--American Anthropologist

From the Back Cover
Sufism, the name given to Islamic mysticism, has been the subject of many studies, but the orders through
which the organizational aspect of the Sufi spirit was expressed have been neglected. Here, author J. Spencer
Trimingham offers a clear and detailed account of the formation and development of the Sufi schools and
orders (tariqas) from the second century of Islam until modern times. Trimingham focuses on the practical
disciplines behind the mystical aspects of Sufism which initially attracted a Western audience. He shows
how Sufism developed and changed, traces its relationship to the unfolding and spread of mystical ideas, and
describes in sharp detail its rituals and ceremonial practices. Finally, he assesses the influence of these Sufi
orders upon Islamic society in general.

About the Author

J. Spencer Trimingham was Professor at the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon. John O.
Voll is Professor of History at Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nelson Wyatt:

The book The Sufi Orders in Islam gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Sufi Orders in Islam for being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Sufi Orders in Islam. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Dennis Taylor:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Sufi Orders in Islam book is readable by you who hate



the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Sufi Orders in Islam content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking The Sufi Orders in Islam is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Evan Reyes:

The feeling that you get from The Sufi Orders in Islam is a more deep you searching the information that
hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Sufi Orders in Islam giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this particular The Sufi Orders in Islam instantly.

Paige Robinson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Sufi Orders in Islam can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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