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This volume explores the connection between two phenomena usually thought to
be utterly incongruous, even antithetical: ‘utopia’ and ‘everyday life’. It presents
a series of essays, written over the last twenty years, which rethink the nature and
prospects of utopianism in a world that has grown increasingly sceptical as to the
possibility of systemic socio-political transformation in a positive direction.
Through critical interdisciplinary engagements with a wide variety of thinkers
ranging from Mikhail Bakhtin to Henri Lefebvre and beyond, many of whom are
often read as anti-utopian figures, the essays argue that it is possible to locate
utopian promises buried deep within the embodied rituals, practices and symbolic
forms associated with everyday existence, in a manner that reveals the essential
openness of the present day to momentous future change.
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This volume explores the connection between two phenomena usually thought to be utterly incongruous,
even antithetical: ‘utopia’ and ‘everyday life’. It presents a series of essays, written over the last twenty
years, which rethink the nature and prospects of utopianism in a world that has grown increasingly sceptical
as to the possibility of systemic socio-political transformation in a positive direction. Through critical
interdisciplinary engagements with a wide variety of thinkers ranging from Mikhail Bakhtin to Henri
Lefebvre and beyond, many of whom are often read as anti-utopian figures, the essays argue that it is
possible to locate utopian promises buried deep within the embodied rituals, practices and symbolic forms
associated with everyday existence, in a manner that reveals the essential openness of the present day to
momentous future change.
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Editorial Review

Review
«Michael E. Gardiner’s critically informed and conceptually innovative forays into the work of Bakhtin,
Merleau-Ponty, de Certeau, Debord and the French Surrealists, Heller and Fehér and – above all – Henri
Lefebvre, do far more than evince a masterly and encyclopaedic grasp of his topic: they define the
boundaries of a new field of inquiry, while linking the project of utopian studies to an ambitious revaluation
of the import of some of the vital thinkers of the twentieth century. An indispensable book.» (Antonis
Balasopoulos, Associate Professor of Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies, University of Cyprus,
editor of ‘Intellectuals and the State: Complicities, Confrontations, Ruptures’)
«Gardiner’s ‘Weak Messianism’, written with wit and rigour, is an indispensable resuscitation of the critical
and productive possibilities of utopianism within twentieth-century critical thought. I wish there were more
scholars like Gardiner – erudite, knowledgeable and with a heart and mind dedicated to rescuing the shards
of hope from the rubble of modern life. In Gardiner’s hands social theory has never been more necessary or
more exhilarating.» (Ben Highmore, Professor of Cultural Studies at the University of Sussex, author of
‘Ordinary Lives: Studies in the Everyday’)
«Not only does Michael E. Gardiner challenge many common suppositions about both utopia and everyday
life, but he also offers vital signposts for developing a utopian social theory that refuses claims that ‘there is
no alternative’ to a suffocating neoliberal order, and that seeks openings here and now for radically different
ways of living.» (David Pinder, Reader in Geography, Queen Mary, University of London, author of
‘Visions of the City: Utopianism, Power and Politics in Twentieth-Century Urbanism’)

About the Author
Michael E. Gardiner is Professor of Sociology at the University of Western Ontario, Canada. He is the author
of numerous books, journal articles and book chapters on dialogical social theory, ethics, everyday life and
utopianism, concentrating in particular on the work of Mikhail Bakhtin, Henri Lefebvre and Maurice
Merleau-Ponty.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

The book Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies) to become
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a e-book Weak Messianism:
Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?



Judith Lucas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine
Utopian Studies) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday
Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian
Studies). You never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Melvin Lucero:

Here thing why that Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday
Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday
Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine
Utopian Studies) in e-book can be your alternate.

Marilyn Urquhart:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is Weak Messianism: Essays in Everyday Utopianism (Ralahine Utopian Studies).
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.
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